ELBA

between the times of Lafayette, when the people was sove-
reign, and the present moment, when I am? I have decreed
that 12 battalions of the mass levy are to be raised in Paris.
This measure must not be held up on any pretext whatso-
ever. I am writing to the Ministers of Home Affairs and
Police to the same effect. If the people once see us doing
what they like, instead of what is good for them, they will
obviously imagine that they are the sovereign, and will have
a very poor opinion of those who govern them.

[JOSEPH, x, 198. General Moncey (the Duke of Conegliano) com-
manded the National Guard in the defence of Paris against the Allies
on March 29-30.]
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EXILE

TO GENERAL COUNT DALESME, COMMANDANT OF THE ISLAND

OF ELBA

FREJUS, April 27, 1814.

CIRCUMSTANCES having led me to renounce the French
throne, sacrificing my rights to the welfare and interests of
my country, I have reserved for myself the sovereignty and
proprietorship of the island of Elba, with the fortresses of
Porto-Ferrajo and Porto-Longone; and the powers have
agreed to this arrangement. I am therefore sending General
Drouot, so that you may make over the island to him
without delay, with its stores of food and ammunition, and
all the properties belonging to my Imperial Domain.
Announce this new order of things to the inhabitants, and
tell them that I have chosen the island for my residence
because I know the kindness of their character and the
excellence of their climate. They will always be an object
of liveliest interest to me.

[CoRRESP., xxvii, 215 63. By the treaty concluded at Fontainebleau on
April ii, Napoleon was given the island of Elba during his lifetime as
a sovereign principality. He left Paris on the zoth, and reached Elba
on May 3.]
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